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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872
Text and tune: Public domain



Invocation

 In the name of the Father and of the  Son 
 and of the Holy Spirit.
 Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.



Exhortation

 Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

 beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 to grant us forgiveness.

 Our help is in the name of the Lord,
 who made heaven and earth.

 I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
 and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.



Confession of Sins

 O almighty God, merciful Father,
 I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 
You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.



Declaration of Grace

 Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon 
us and has given His only Son to die for us and for His 
sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His 
name He gives power to become the children of God and 
has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes 

 and is baptized shall be saved.

Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
 Amen.



Kyrie



Gloria in Excelsis

 Glory be to God on high:
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 The Lord be with you.



Salutation and Collect of the Day

 Let us pray.
 Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many 

dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant 
strength and protection to support us in all dangers and 
carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



Salutation and Collect of the Day:



Old Testament Reading: Micah 6:1–8

1Hear what the LORD says:
Arise, plead your case before the mountains,

and let the hills hear your voice.
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD,

and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the LORD has an indictment against his people,

and he will contend with Israel.
3“O my people, what have I done to you?

How have I wearied you? Answer me!
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt

and redeemed you from the house of slavery,



Old Testament Reading: Micah 6:1–8

and I sent before you Moses,
 Aaron, and Miriam.
5O my people, 
remember what Balak king of Moab devised,

and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,

that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”
6“With what shall I come before the LORD,

and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,

with calves a year old?



Old Testament Reading: Micah 6:1–8

7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
 with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,

the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8He has told you, O man, what is good;

and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,

and to walk humbly with your God?

 This is the Word of the Lord.
 Thanks be to God.



Psalm 15

1O LORD, who shall sojourn | in your tent?*
Who shall dwell on your | holy hill?

2He who walks blamelessly and does | what is right*
and speaks truth | in his heart;



Psalm 15

3who does not slander with his tongue
and does no evil to his | neighbor,*
nor takes up a reproach a- | gainst his friend;



Psalm 15

4in whose eyes a vile person is despised,
but who honors those who | fear the LORD;*

who swears to his own hurt and | does not change;



Psalm 15

5who does not put out his money at interest
 and does not take a bribe against the | innocent.*
He who does these things shall nev- | er be moved.



Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:18–31

18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it 
is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is 
the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God 
through the folly of what we preach to save those who 
believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 



Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:18–31

23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 
and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men.

26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were 
wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, 
not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish 
in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in 
the world to shame the strong; 



Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:18–31

28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even 
things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so 
that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 
30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God 
made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification 
and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one 
who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

 This is the Word of the Lord.
 Thanks be to God.



Alleluia



Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:1–12

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, 
 the fifth chapter.



Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:1–12

1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and 
when he sat down, his disciples came to him.

2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, 
  for they shall be comforted.
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
  for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.



Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:1–12

8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
9“Blessed are the peacemakers, 

  for they shall be called sons of God.
10“Blessed are those who are persecuted 

  for righteousness’ sake, 
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
 11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.”



Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:1–12

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.



Apostles’ Creed

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.



Apostles’ Creed

     The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father   

   Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living 

   and the dead.



Apostles’ Creed

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life  everlasting. Amen.



904 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word
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904 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word

Text (sts. 1–3): Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–84; (sts. 1–3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (st. 4): Geistreiches Gesang-Büchlein, 1707, Berlin; (st. 4): tr. 
unknown, alt; Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625–73, alt; Text and tune: Public domain
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Prayer of the Church

 Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus 
and for all people according to their needs.

Lord, You have called us to good work in our various 
vocations. Give us courage that we might never be 
ashamed of Christ and Him crucified, but be free to boast 
in the Lord within our callings. Lord, in Your mercy,

 hear our prayer.



Prayer of the Church

 God of all wisdom, You tell us plainly that the Word of the 
cross is folly to those who are perishing, but it is Your 
power to all who are being saved. Strengthen the faith of 
pastors and congregations, that they would not turn to 
man-made wisdom but boldly proclaim Christ and Him 
crucified. Lord, in Your mercy,

 hear our prayer.



Prayer of the Church

 Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son as the Savior of the 
world, that all the families of the nations might worship 
before You. Bless the families of this congregation with 
Your grace and protection, that they might remember You 
in both joy and trouble and worship before You 
forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy,

 hear our prayer.



Prayer of the Church

 O Lord of lords, You rescued Your people from Egypt and 
confounded Balak, king of Moab, for their protection. 
Guide the decisions and actions of all earthly authorities, 
that Your people may live in peace and quietness. 

 Lord, in Your mercy,
 hear our prayer.



Prayer of the Church

 Almighty God, when Christ returns in His glory You 
promise to wipe away every tear from every eye. Comfort 
those who mourn. Heal and deliver, according to Your 
good and gracious will, those troubled by sickness and 
affliction including Katherine, David, Juan, Janette, Chris, 
Vera ______. Lord, in Your mercy,

 hear our prayer.



Prayer of the Church

 Lord bless this Rescue Mission that it may serve many in 
the name of Christ, giving hope to the downcast as well 
as food for the hungry, that all who enter here would be 
blessed, those who come in need as well as those who 
come in service. Lord, in Your mercy,

 hear our prayer.

 Bless and strengthen the African mission that it may 
joyfully proclaim the Name of Christ and bear much fruit 
in spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 Lord, in Your mercy,
 hear our prayer.



Prayer of the Church

 The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.
Prosper Pastor Zogar's pastor training school in Liberia 
that it may raise up laborers fit for Your harvest. 

 Lord, in Your mercy,
 hear our prayer.

 Holy Father, You know the way of the righteous. Preserve 
Your people from walking in the counsel of the wicked, 
from standing in the way of sinners and from sitting in 
the seat of scoffers. By Your grace, cause them to delight 
in Your Holy Word. Lord, in Your mercy,

 hear our prayer.



Prayer of the Church

 All these things and whatever else You know that we 
need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and 
rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God forever.

 Amen.



Closing Collect

Almighty and ever-living God, You make us both to will 
and to do those things that are good and acceptable in 
Your sight. Let Your fatherly hand ever guide us and 
Your Holy Spirit ever be with us to direct us in the 
knowledge and obedience of Your Word that we may 
obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who taught us to pray…



Lord’s Prayer

 Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen.



Benediction

 The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you 
and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you 
and  give you peace.
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837 Lift High the Cross

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827–1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874–1956, alt.
Tune: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875–1947
Text and tune: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 130511677
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